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The Drinnons were the first settlers in the Edr y

1 | Ire-
Community. Thomas Drinnon, son of Walter Drinnon of I

0}
land, settled in Edray about 1760, The Drinnon cabin stood
i the
°n the bank near the present graveyard. A spring under th
bank has always been known as the Drinnon Spring. Not far
and

from the cabin was s favorite camping place for Indians,

many stone relics have been found here. Other proof ot the

Site of this cabin Wwas an old apple orchard, and one tree re-

mains to this day, over a hundred years o1g and known as the .

This rield is known as the ":01d Orchard
Price and the other

Drinnon apple,
Fieldn, 4 part of it belongs to W, L.

part to A, R, Gay.

soldier with General “ewis in the Battle of Point Pleasant,

“hen he returneq home, he foung his cabin in ruins, His
Wife had been killed by the Indians, ang his son Charles

carried into captivity, He was so broken Up over his wife's

Journey to the west, ang there among sa;ésemtribes sSearch ftor
his logt son, S0 with his rifle he pusheg out into the wil-
derness, Year pasgeq and there werg No tidings of him,

His friengds believeq that he hagq Taliey g Victim oy S@vage

Cruelty, The fact Was that he hag

T —
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nd at lest

The homewayrd Journey was begun, &
w Pocahon=

near Detroit.
years in what is no

both reached home and lived many

tas County.
jarge boundery of land, several thousand

m Indian Draft to Stony Creek.
The Drinnons

Jrinnon owued & |
acres that extended fro brin-
non's Ridge took its name from the old settler.
left this section long ago and we know nothing of the descendants

of these brave ploneers.

The settlers tO foliow the Drinnons were the MooI©esS.
moved to Edray from the Bridger

About 180 Robert loore, ST
ings.

r River and settled on the Drinnon hold
m and erected a two story

itye.

place on Greenbrie
He and his boys opened up & fine far

brick dwelling---the only brick dwelling in tus commun

Robert lMoore and his wire lived ana aied in the nprick mansion".

He was born in 176c and died 1858 aged nlusty jearse lis

grave was the first in the Edray Graveyard.

Robert licore's farm was divided among his sons &nd one daughter.
The names of tie sons were: lsaac, James, Williem and robert, Jr.

Robert received the old homestead and lived there several ye&ars.

In 1867 he sold the old home to J. ii. Sharpe.

Isaac lioore settled in the woods just opposite the present site i

of the Edray ‘hurch. His home was a hewed log house about six-

teen by twenty feet, two stories high, shaved.shingle roof,
chinked and daubed walls, one door and one window in the first
story. In 1911 a fine frame house was erected on the site of
this old log house by S. B. Moore.

About 1661 Idray Commnity swarmed with soldiers on

the ma
reh or in camp. Isaac ioore contracted camp fever and

i
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he died.
he convalesced he was seized by measles from which

* his
too was buried in the new graveyard by the side oI

He

rather.
8
Colonel John Baxter was an early settler in thi

i er
He came here about 1800, and is the first memb

community. . ¢
ounde.
of his family about whom any definite information can be

"~ Po-
He was the first member of the Baxter family to settle in
His home was at Sulphur Spring about three

cahontas County.
He was the first Colonel of

miles from the Drinnon cabin.

the 127th Regiment. In the organization of the county, he

was a leader and he held a prominent place in the early his-

tory orf the'county. iihen the county was first formed, he

administered the oathsof office to the other members of the
For meny years he was a Justice of the

first court in 1822.
He did

peace and a member of the Pocahontas County Court.
much in framing business papers and frequently ad justed dis-
putes out of court. His library was the largest and best
in the county, containing over a hundred volumes.

About this time there became @ popular demand for

. @ Constitutional Convention and the «4ssembly in 1827-28 pass-
ed an act providing that vote be taken upon the question.,

This resulted in g large ma jority in favor of the convention
énd that body assembled in Richmond, October S5, 1829, This
Was the most remarkable body of men that ﬁadﬂassembled in
Virginia since 1788, There sat James “adiéon and Yemes Mop-
Toe, ex-presidents or the Uniteq States ang many others re-
nouned for their wisdom and eloquence, The body was composeqd

Oof ninety-six members and of the whole p




.
among these was John Baxter representing Pocuhontas County,

Other early settlers were the Yarlows, Smiths,

Duncans, and Duffields.

The “dray Post Yffice was eéstablished about 1850

and was the first post office in Pocahontas County. When

looking for a name, Mrs. Eliza lioore, mother of the late

George P. loore, being a great student of the Bible suggested
& Bible name, She said, "Call the post office Edrei, leave
Off the ei and adqd ay making Edray the name", (Numbers 21-33) .
The name ZEdrei Mmeans & fortress, In Jbshua.it is stated

that Zdrei is one Of the fenced cities, and that may have

Suggested the name to Mrs, *“oore,

for at a very early date
this little village was a fenced ¢

Pierce, He

N he assumeq
He serveg 84S postmaster until la8s,
Was appointeq Postmaster under
time,

this responsji-

William Scott

and then George p.

until hig death in 1922,

Ty
®Quipped ‘with g
Water trunk

Th® insiqe equi
Sets or Tunners,
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JI ‘he first saw mill of the community was built near
the grist mill by Isaamo Moore and got water from the same

souroe, These mills were used for many years and this spot

was the most important business center of the community,
The rirst store in Edray was owned and kept by William

Allen at the place where Elmer Poage now lives. Isaac MeNeel,

» 8nd George P. lMoore had stores at this

Amos end Henry Barlow

same location.

== The first schools in the community were held in the
settlers ;omes. The teacher received free board in the

homes of his pupils ang would spend a week in the home of one
pupil and then move on to the next, The first real school . .

house was near lirs. George Baxter's home, The house was a

and mud, For light greased paper was pasted over the Cracks,
Seats were made of split logs, holes bored ang pins put ipn

for legs., The term of school Was three monthg &nd the teacher's

i It is a hewed 1o
building, Cracks ohinkeq &nd daubegq :
L

Balleries,
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Edray Community is bounded on the west by Stony Creek renge of mounteing;

i
on the north by Elk Mountein, to the top of Slippery Hill on the Clover Cresk

road, then to the Bridger place on the Greenbrier river where Feul Sherp now livesg

South by the top of river ridges, including the

on the Fairview end Brush Settle-

to the top of Drinnon Ridge where the Stet

L

ments, roed crosses and to :"__'.:-er_
Sherp's at the foot of Stony Creek 1.

This community is ebout five miles wide wheré the Stste Rosd Crosses, &n
ten miles long from east to west.

The Drinnons were the .f':'u-af settlers in Edray Community. Thomas Drinr
settled neer the Edray Grave yard. There is s amé difference of opinion as
exact spot where the Drinnon Cebin stood, but I feel sure it was on the
close to the grave yard. A spring under the benk has always, since my earliest
recollection, been called the "Drinnon Spring.® Other proof is en 0ld eppel or=-

chard, trees of large size, mostly winter = pples, neer the spot where thas Cahin

stood. My father Isaac Moore went to this orékard in the fell with the wegon for
winter appl es when I was a small boy, though large enough to pick apples from the
ground. My uncle, Robert Moore, and his boys always called this field the "old
orcherd Field," and it goes by that name yel. & pert of this field ':elongl. to L.
R. Gey and the other p rt belongs to William M. Sherp's heifs, all of which onee
belonged t;a Thomes Drinnon, first settler in this community. He owmed m krge

boundary of lend several thousend scres that extended form Indiam Draft to Stony

Creek. Drinnon's Ridge took its neme from the old settler, an everlesting monu-

ment .

Drinnon's home was 'broken up by the Indisns. His wife was captured and taken
eway and murdered somewhere in Elk Mountain. Charles Drinnon & brother of Thomas
Drinnon, settled near Onote. He cleared a field thiei‘bun the names “"Cherly Field
which is now owned by Anderson Barlopw.

]
The Drinnons ell left this couniry meny years sgo. I remexber sseing James
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non & pembe f 1 tgtir -
on a member of this disti Drirvons went to the

orthwest part of this state.

Robert Moore, my grandfether, who was ceptured by the Indiers (ece w. T,

Frice's Hisiory of Bocahontas for & full &ccount of this cepture). Robert Mocre,

- once lived at the Bridger place, sng reared his femily there. LUy father, Iseac

Moore, wes born and reised t hers. Ome brother, Andrew, fell f rom a Eree and was
killed while other members of the femily were stirris ng offe ketile of sugar. About

1820, Robert Moore, Sr. Moved to Edray and settled on the Drinnon holdings, He and

his boys opened up a fine farh and erected a fine t wo story building in the Com-

house was sawed witht he whipsaw

-

munity. I believe the lumber that went into the

as at that time bere was no water ower saw mills. The broed ex wes extensively
p

1sed in getting out all hesvy dimber for buildings. Robert Moore end his wife lived
He was born

&nd died in’ the brick mension, and were buried in the Edray Grave yard,

in 1768, died 1858, age 90 years. His w1£’e was born 1771, died 1B55, age B4 YeETs.

These graves were the first in the Edroy Graveyard; Robert Loore's reel estste was

divided-with his boys and one deug.htar.h."‘ha names of the sons were Isasc, James,:

Williem end Robert Jrd Robert received the old homestead, liged thers meny years abd

sold to J. W. Sherp about 1867 for seven thousand dollars. That included the upper

part of the place, now owned by Isasc Sharp's heirs. I want to say just here, ithere

was an old house stood about helf way betweent he old brick house and the gste at

the road. I think the old settler built and occupied this house while the brick

house was being erected. When I was a small boy, elections were held in the old house.

There was no ticket or ballot used. The Commissioner or “Conductor of Election

asked the voter: “Who do you vote for 32"

My father Iszac Moore, settled in the woods ®here I now live. Father's house
was & hewed log hous, about 16X20 ft; shingle roof, chinked end deubed walle; one

door and one window in the first story, and some in second story, The porch was

on the side and steirs went up from the porch. : e

The soil of Edroy Community is productive. The upland is llrgd)'

neturelly sod, with the blue grass when shod is taken off. Tht ﬂ!t inﬂ I_q; t!n

i ~~ with o




18 ie sand stlone; not B rich see the liment

one end not

€0 pood for Ertgips

better for fermwing when improved; produces well pnd less liable to wash frop
/

AVY rainas.

Ae to the timber, thie community hee been covered With all kinds or hard wood,

i bood; some gépruce high on the mountaine and hemlock elong the

Btreams. §ome of

the mast valuamble timber is blsok walnut , ash, cherry, red oek and white oak, a

reat deal of which hes been cut end é%ipped, Other herdwoods gre Chestnut osk,
.

Some black oak, pink oak angd gugar. Thers is some yellow pine on the flets,

Edroy Comnurity can borst of the best water in the state, Both limestons end

free stone. There &re many bold Springs around the foot of the mountaing, Always

flowing, Rever dry, namely. At Elmer Sharp's, E.K. Sharp's and also a sulphur

& bold 8pring at the Cochran

gpring at E. K. Sharp's, Plece, at &, @, Berlow's
head of Big Spring, now owned by the Bank of Marlinton and sufficient to run = grist
mill with twenty foot overshot water wheel. Other bold Springe at Mrs, M. K. Sharpt
G. W. Menn's and Drinnon Spring at Mrs. J.W. Price's at Edray. John D. Gay owne

head of Indian praft, There are meny drilled wells in the flats s11 good water,
Some of“the first schools were taught on the old farm homes, One among the
first, if not iﬁé first, was in an o014 house neer Hrs; George Baxter's home. The

house was g round log structure,

¢lapboard roof, held in place with press poles,

The fireplace took Up most of one end of the house, It was made of rough stone.

Chimney made of elate and mud, Now,

for light, Paper was pmeted oyer cracke and
greased to let in the 1igns, Other crecks in the building were chinked and deubed,
Scots were made of 8plit logs or Poles, holes bored and ‘pins put in for legs., The

term of school was about three months, The sslary was one dollar per scholer a
month, Writing was done with quill pens, The teacher boarded with the scholars,

taught <t thie school wi

Were called "Open Schools,»

My father Issac Moore, N & young men. The first schools

Everyone spelled and read aloud,

The first Church in Edraey Comnunity was bujlt on Stony Creek ang called
Hemlin Chapel, 14 i8 & hewed 1o building. Cracks Chinked and daubed, shooed
¢hingle roof, side galleries, seats, --long benches with slot backs, door in one end

L
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of building, elevateg Pulpit in other €rd, two smely 13 Light windéws op 8ides

Soms years g0 the side gallerieg

were taken out end the building ceiled, Bencheg

were tesken out ang cheire put in. Thig church ig still in use ang was built ip

1835; as the records show it Wes deeded July 4, 1835,

Edray Church was built in 1863 E. p. King was the coniracior and builder,

Contract price above foundation $700.00.

ebout iwenty thousand feet of lumber frog their mil]l at Clover Lick, delivered st

the Gay Siding; which ia_now i.'.he Fair Grounds, for ten dollars per thousamd white

Pine lumber. Everything summed up, all told, the Edray church cost 2032.25 ,

When looking for g nexe, Mrs, Elize Moore, mothei'-. of ¢t he 1ate George P, ¥oore
being a Bible reader, suggested a Bible name andi g=ig "Call tht; post office Edrein
Leaving off the ej énd adding ry meking Edray the neme of the first post office.
This office was established about 1850, 4s soon as Geo. P. Moore wes of age, he
became post master ang continued to be until his death in 1922. He was the oldest

post master—in the y: S. A. ) s T »

From Pocehontas 'Timel --=Nov. 4, 19_25
Finde e VB -'_'11\;';\':_“_
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Edray district lies in the western part of the county,
-__.____._.________._-l

is bounded on the north by Randolph Couniy; northeast by
sreenvank District; east by Buntersville disirict; south by
Little levele District and weest by Webster County. The sur-
face i= rough and mountainous. In the norta are the Middle
Yountaine and southern continuations of toe Elk and Cheat
Vountains; 1in the center are the Black ¥ountains and in the
east and southeast rise the lofty peaks of Buckley, Marline and
Brushy ranges. : i
The principal drainage is to the west with the exceptiions
of Swago Creek, Stony Creek and one or tso othner small s'tneams
wnich flow east and fall into the Greenbrier River. All the
streams flow west and form the he'a__%patets of Gauley and Elk
vz,  Toadveres DERTeyaESe e or h A AL (RS B elert’ IS OF the coun :
SRS —— v, U £ wﬁn%m%umm‘@mfﬂ Ed.raiﬁi

b =il
‘~- -= District wae tlat erected by Marlin ana . 'ﬁ Sewell near thne present

gite of Greenbrier Bridge in the 1?’*9 &nﬁﬁiﬁ was long known
as Marlins Bottom now changed to Marlinton, ‘ﬂﬁ mﬁ? seat of
Pocahontas County. This settlement
The first actusl settlers who found
for - HOMES - were. Thomas Drennin,
_Robert loore, John Johnson, Thoma
Poage, Patrick- Slaterly, Robert I
Drennin and John Smith.

The firet grict mill wae



0f those mentioned as the pioneers of the district,
several were soldiers with General Lewis in the battle at
Foint Pleasant and among them were Thomas Dremnin. He was the

first settler on the land where Edray post office is located.

Soon after he built his cabin nome, it was attacked in his
cbsence by the Indians, wiho killed his wife and a woman named
Swith and cfried his son into captivity. Woen Mr. Drennin
returned nome and beheld his home in ruins and his beloved wife
still in death and thought of his son perhaps reserved for a
worse fate, nis heart. failed within him but a few days later he
repzired to Fort Union and volunteered in the army then con-
centrating. He accompanied it to Point Pleasant, participated
in the battle and in the march beyond the Ohio.

At the cloge of the War he returned to his mogntall
red and he

CLlitie s =
== -

home but there all ties for him were sew

to journey to the yest snd-Shexg.am
for his beloved son. On the eve of
ous mission his neighbors gathered
with his rifle he pushed out into
passed away and there was no tid
to bring them and his friends belj
victim to savage cruelty, but not so;
the north-west and found nis son '

near Detro it, Mich. The




